Improving COPD management in the nursing home--part 2.
COPD is a disease that affects a significant number of residents in nursing facilities. This disease is partially reversible, especially with early diagnosis and proper intervention. The severity of disease varies from resident to resident. The nursing staff has a significant role in identifying, assessing, and managing residents with COPD. Training and education are essential to success. Appropriate use of nonpharmacological and pharmacological modalities can slow the progression of disease and improve a resident's ADLs and QOL.